











Students Benefiting
from Educational
Fund Grants

The Virginia Educational Fund is bringing
new opportunities to our students through
a number of recent grants.

FUNDING HAS
INCLUDED:

$1580
Virginia Engineering
Class & Club

Grant provided a rotary fixture
for a laser engraver to be used
in the Engineering Design
Course

$73
Grade 4 Mathematics

New materials were provided
for math concepts

$1000
Roosevelt Library
Books

New library selections were
provided for all Roosevelt
students

$1000
Embroidery Equipment

Equipment for Special
Education’s Transition Program,
Bridge to Independence




Fundraising Regulations Impact Newsletter

It has come to our attention that
interstate fundraising regulations
require the Foundation to register as
a fundraiser in each state to which
our newsletter is mailed as long the
newsletter includes solicitations for
donations. The Virginia Community
Foundation is registered within the
State of Minnesota as an accredited
fundraising organization. However,
our newsletter, Newslight is mailed
to donors and alumni in numerous
states in which we are not registered
to solicit funds. Therefore, we were
presented with three options: either
the Foundation must register in
each state to which we mail the
Newslight, stop mailing to out-of-
state donors and alumni or refrain
from soliciting contributions
through our newsletter.

We have determined that the cost
of registering in multiple states is
prohibitive, and that our out-of-state
donors and alumni must be included
in our mailings. While our mission
to raise funds for community grants
remains intact, the Foundation will
no longer directly solicit donations
through our printed newsletter.
However, Newslight will remain as
a means to keep you informed on
important developments that affect
the Foundation and the community.

While the Foundation is no
longer able to appeal for donations
through our mailed newsletter, we
are able to accept donations online
from any donor, regardless of their
state of residence. Contributions
received via our website are processed
through networkforgood.org, which

is registered to solicit funds in all 50
states. Donations to the Foundation,
initiated by the donor, are accepted
through the mail.

If you have any questions
regarding the Foundation’s
compliance with fundraising
regulations, please feel free to call us

at 218-749-8239.

Connect With
Us On Facebook

The Virginia Community Foundation
has launched a new facebook site.
Connect with us at www.facebook.
com/virginiafoundation for news
updates, events, photos and
discussion boards, and please add our
link to your facebook page to spread
the word to friends and family.
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View Donor Lists Online

In order to reduce our mailing and production costs, the Foundation will
no longer print donor lists in Newslight. To view donor lists, please go to:

www.virginiafoundation.com/donors

If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the Foundation and
request a print out of the donor list from the website. We will be happy to mail
the list to you.This change will save the Foundation hundreds of dollars
each year, allowing more resources available for grants.

Jeanne (Kolstad) Prittinen Joins Board

volunteer at Parkview and
Roosevelt Elementary Schools; a
member of the Blue Pride Fund;
and a member of the VHS Choir
and Tennis Booster Clubs.
Jeanne lives in Virginia with
her husband, Jim. They are the
proud parents of Haley, Natalie,

The Virginia Community Foundation is pleased to
announce the addition of Jeanne (Kolstad) Prittinen to its

Board of Directors.

A native of Virginia, Jeanne has volunteered in a wide
variety of organizations in the area over the past twenty-
five years. She has served as a development director for
the Marquette Catholic School; Board Chair of the
Virginia Regional Medical Center Foundation, where
she initiated the VRMC Wellness Series; a six-year chair

Tom and Joe.

of the VRMC Festival of Trees; weekly reading group




Twenty years ago when
the Foundation was in its
formative years, a leader on the
original steering committee,
Bev Bonner, was facing her
own mortality. With a long
history of community service,
Bev’s belief in this new
organization was so strong that she requested that anyone
wishing to make a memorial gift be asked to give to the
newly-formed Foundation. Since those first gifts in
memory of Bev, memorial gifts of all sizes have played an
important role in the growth and success of the Virginia
Community Foundation by ensuring the Foundation will
be financially sound for generations to come.

More people are recognizing that memorial gifts honor
someone’s memory forever by providing resources for
the grant program. When a memorial gift is given to the
Foundation, an acknowledgement of the gift is sent to
the family of the deceased person. Each time new grants

Leaving a Legacy

are made, the donor and the decedent’s family know
that their memory lives on. Barb and Bob Baldrica of
Virginia are frequent memorial donors. “We know that
a memorial gift to the Foundation is a permanent way to
recognize someone’s life, while helping the community,”
said Bob.

Making final arrangements for a loved one can be an
emotional time for families. Long-time Virginia resident,
Jeanine M. Gilness passed away in March. Jeanine’s sons,
Greg, Gary and Bill, and daughter, Debra, knew that the
Foundation helped where there was a need — much as
their mother had done throughout her lifetime. To honor
their mother, Jeanine’s family asked that memorials be
sent to the Foundation. As her memorials provide for
new grants, Jeanine’s legacy of kindness and caring lives
on forever.

For more information regarding memorial gifts, please
call the Foundation at 218-749-8239 or visit our website:
www.virginiafoundation.com.

Members of the Virginia Educational Fund served
guests at the recent spring wine-tasting fundraiser.
Proceeds from the event benefited the Educational Fund.




Honor Your Loved One with a Plaque or
Star on Virginias Veterans Mural

Recognition spaces are available
now on Virginia’s Veterans Mural,
which will be installed this summer.

The mural will feature
approximately 68 larger-than-life

images of area vets and service men
and women of all branches and
eras. Limited space is available for
plaques, which will include name,
branch, rank and years of service, as
well as stars with a veteran’s name.
For more information about
plaques and stars, contact Mural
Committee member, Carol
Sundquist at 218 749-2392.
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