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Marching Band Mural Will Honor Music Makers, Drum Majors, and More
By Nancy Hoene

After the Koski Brothers, Marty, War Veterans, and Canelake Candies, perhaps you’ve asked yourself, “What will they think of next?” This week, the mural committee of the Virginia Community Foundation announced its fifth project honoring the Virginia Marching Band over the years… to be posted on the Arrow Auto Supply building at 411 First Street North with a completion date in October 2011.
“The murals help the Foundation target one of its prime areas of concern—downtown revitalization—while paying tribute to those who have given something of themselves to help shape our community,” said committee chair, Alicia Cope. “It is a unique way to raise funds and exhibit pride for our city at the same time,” she added.
Using photographs of former band members, artist Kelly Meredith will depict musicians with their instruments, as well as drum majors, batons, flags, shields, etc., two and three deep, with uniforms representing all eras of the marching band over time. With musical notes above, passers-by will practically hear the music such a scene calls to mind. 
To memorialize a member of your family on the marching band mural, an order form must be completed and submitted along with the fee and two high-quality photographs or copies of photos of your band member in uniform holding his or her instrument (or baton/shield/etc.) and a close-up of the person’s face.  Photos will not be returned and keep in mind that the mural is an artist’s rendition, not an exact photographic replica. 
Order forms can be found on the Virginia Community Foundation website at www.virginiafoundation.com, by calling the Foundation office at (218) 749-8239, or by picking up a form from the box outside the office door at 519 Chestnut Street.
Image space will be sold on a first come, first serve basis in-person at the Virginia Community Foundation office on May 18 and 19 from noon to 5:30 p.m.  Accompanying payments are tax-exempt, since they are a contribution to the Foundation.  Prices are as follows:
1. Front Placement with instrument/front unit:      
$275


2. Front Placement, no instrument:

       
$225


3. Back placement, no instrument:

       
$125


4. Musical note with name and graduation year:    
$  50

The limited number of spots is expected to sell out fast.  Order forms may be picked up in advanced or downloaded from the Foundation’s website (URL above), but only completed forms with photographic copies and full payment will be accepted starting at noon on May 18 at the Foundation office.
