F O R     I M M E D I A T E   R E L E A S E





















Contact:  Nancy Hoene 
Executive Director

Virginia Community Foundation

PO Box 559

Virginia MN 55792

 Office (218) 749-8239

Cell (218) 340-2545

Date:  May 5, 2011

        Virginia Community Foundation Awards $13,840 in Spring Grants

In its 2011 spring round of funding, the Virginia Community Foundation awarded $13,840 in grants to ten local organizations for projects ranging from grounds beautification to new technology. 
The latest grant recipients include the following:

· The Virginia Historical Society to bring the Minnesota Homefront – World War II    

      exhibit to the B’nai Abraham Museum;

· Metsa Garden (Friends of the Greenhouse) for a rose mosaic sculpture to identify 

      the garden year-round;

· The Mesabi Family YMCA to help with renovations to the men’s, women’s, and 
      family rest rooms to make them accessible for the disabled;

· Range Respite for a laptop computer for their Caregiver Training Program;

· Lyric Center for the Arts for new technology to help deliver business seminars   

      online to area artists;

· The Mesabi Range Community & Technical College Alumni Association for 
      grounds beautification on the Virginia campus;

· The Virginia Area Ski Boosters to purchase a tent for hillside support of skiers and   

      families during race events;
· Virginia High School for an anti-texting-and-driving campaign;

· The Virginia Blue Line Club for a wall-mounted hockey tribute to the Carlson 
      brothers at Miners Memorial building;

· The Laurentian Chamber of Commerce to initiate the CEOs in the Classroom 

      program at Virginia Public Schools.

“The best part of reading proposals during a round of funding is seeing the creative minds at work … finding out people’s dreams to help this community thrive,” said Nancy Hoene, Executive Director of the Foundation.

The Virginia Community Foundation has provided more than $435,738 in grants since its inception in 1991. As a charitable organization, it supports community improvement, innovation, and ingenuity through private giving. For further information on the grant process and grant awards visit the Foundation website at www.virginiafoundation.com.                                                    
