College kids blast the block with class project
Heavy metal, hard rock, acoustic and techno music (with spaghetti!) 

By Nancy Hoene 

HTF Contributor 
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It’s the kind of class project that really rocks. As part of the Helping Process class in the Human Services degree program at Mesabi Range Community College, students were told to choose a project that serves the community. 
“It didn’t have to be a fundraiser, but that’s not a bad idea, since there’s never enough money to support human service efforts and they are probably going to be doing some fundraising for whatever         agency or organization they work for in the future,” said Mary Kay Riendeau, instructor of the class. 

One group took a creative approach, booking four bands to draw a crowd and planning a spaghetti dinner as well, in a fundraising effort to benefit the Virginia Community Foundation, their chosen charity. 

Jeremy Jaskuloski, who plays in the heavy metal rock group Silenced at 801, is a student in the class and played an instrumental role in getting Colmekill, Partially Cloudy, and Chris Epic to perform on Saturday, April 9, at 6 p.m. upstairs at the Virginia Teen Center on Chestnut Street. All four groups are local. Then, downstairs at the same location, a spaghetti dinner starts at 5 p.m. 

“The music is an eclectic mix, and the performance artists will be on hand throughout the event to meet people and hang out,” Jaskuloski said. “And for those who want to support the project with a donation, but don’t want to stay for the music, we will have spaghetti take-out to go,” he added. 

Working together to find an event location, create and sell tickets, solicit “food prep” items, and produce some publicity, other students in the group?Jeri Wentzel, Cassandra James, Angela Tommasoni, and Michaela Longrie?contributed to the project without help from their instructor. 

“They have to come up with the idea, choose the organization they want to help, and do the work on their own; I don’t even want to know what their project is until the end, and every year they surprise me,” their instructor said. 

Riendeau went on to explain that in social work and the helping professions there are three levels of service: service to individuals; small group or community service; and national or international service. She assigns each class a project at one of the levels and in this class it’s the community level. She’s been doing it for four years. 

While their grade in the class is not dependent on the outcome of the event, it wouldn’t hurt for community members to turn out and help them make it a great success. 

IF YOU GO: 

Spaghetti Dinner - 5 p.m. 
Music Fest - 6 p.m. 
Saturday, April 9 
Virginia Teen Center, 516 Chestnut St. 
Nancy Hoene is Director of the Virginia Community Foundation. 

Silenced at 801 band members.   








